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Viewing  cable  08CHENNAI69,  FORMER  IT  MINISTER  MARAN  SAYS  INDIA’S  RULING  COALITION  IN  TROUBLE 

If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to  discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent,  and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes  information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject,  references  to  other  cables  (browse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or 
additional  comment.  This  is  followed  by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article  as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference  number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also 
possible  by  copying  the  appropriate  link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like  Twitter  with  the  hash  tags 
#cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #08CHENNAI69. 
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DEPARTMENT  FOR  SCA/INS 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 02/22/2018 
TAGS:  IN  PGOV  PREL 

SUBJECT:  FORMER  IT  MINISTER  MARAN  SAYS  INDIA'S  RULING  COALITION  IN  TROUBLE 
REF:  REF:  A)  07  CHENNAI  340  B)  07  CHENNAI  337 

Classified  By:  Consul  General  David  T.  Hopper  for  reasons  1.4(b)  and  (d  ) 
f.  1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  DMK  Member  of  Parliament  Dayanidhi  Maran  spoke  candidly  about  India's  current  political  scene.  He  said  the  upcoming  budget 

Look  to  Upcoming  Budget  for  Clues  on  Elections 


T2 . (C)  On  February  15,  Poloff  met  with  DMK  Member  of  Parliament  Dayanidhi  Maran  for  the  first  time  since  he  was  sacked  in  May  2007  as  the  Uni 

UPA  in  Tough  Straits  Down  South 


f3 . (C)  Speaking  about  the  UPA's  electoral  prospects,  Maran  was  very  downbeat:  "the  UPA  is  in  tough  shape,  especially  after  Gujarat."  Surveyi 
f.4 . (C)  Maran  was  pessimistic  about  Indian  National  Congress's  (INC)  prospects  in  Andhra  Pradesh,  saying  Chief  Minister  YSR  Reddy's  popularity 
Roll  the  Dice  on  Rahul? 


f.5 . (C)  Maran  said  the  Congress  party  needs  to  name  Rahul  Gandhi  as  its  Prime  Ministerial  candidate.  He  recognized  that  it  would  be  a long-s 

Watch  Out  for  Mayawati 


f.  6 . (C)  Maran  said  UP  Chief  Minister  Mayawati  "could  easily"  become  India's  Prime  Minister.  With  "no  credible  opposition"  in  Uttar  Pradesh,  & 
f.  7 • (C)  COMMENT:  Despite  having  fallen  out  with  the  DMK's  supreme  leader,  Maran  remains  a DMK  MP  and  continues  to  have  substantial  influence 
f. 8 . (U)  This  cable  was  coordinated  with  Embassy  New  Delhi. 
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